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\

AFFRM

learning for clinical trials

Setting the Scene

The AFFIRM research study
team wished to commission
an organisation with relevant
expertise, and experience

of working within the NHS
technological landscape, to
produce an attractive and
interactive electronic learning
resource. Itis intended that
this resource will be used by up
to 8,500 health professionals,
including community and
hospital midwives, General
Practitioners, obstetricians,
obstetric ultrasonographers,
physiotherapists and other
clinical disciplines.

The study team required

data to be gathered about

the health professionals

who access the resource for
future statistical analysis.

The content for the eLearning
resource was developed by

a multidisciplinary group of
subject experts, and the eCom
team was commissioned to
use their eLearning design and
development skills to produce
the resource.
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The Challenge

Our creative design team took
the content produced by the
subject matter experts and

put it through an interactive
storyboarding process in order
to develop a course which
would appeal to a range of
learner styles. The impact of
intervention was to be assessed
on both a local and national
basis, and the number of study
sites in Scotland and across the
wider UK determined the need
for a single support portal.
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Reducing stillbirths by focussing on fetal movements > The headlines

The headlines
* At least 55% of intra-uterine deaths are preceded by a reduction in fetal movements in the 24 hours before diagnosis
 There is no single “cause” of stillbirth, and many stillbirths remain unexplained, partly due to the low uptake of postmortems .
* Most stillbirths remain ‘unexplained’, but this does not mean ‘unavoidable’.
« A number of key risk factors have been identified through research. Appropriate care can reduce the impact of these risks.

Main obstetric factors causing death in 277 singleton stillbirths

[l Specific placental conditions (38.3%) B Mechanical (4.3%)

[l Antepartum or intrapartum haemorrage (14.8%) Hypertensive disorders of pregnancy (2.2%)
[l Vajor congenital anomaly (12.3%) [l Vatemal disorder (2.2%)
[l o antecedent or associated obstetric factors (9.7%) [JJ] Associated obstetric factors (1.1%)

[l Unable to classify (8.3%) [l ntra-uterine growth restriction (1.1%)

[l rfection (5.1%)

B specific fetal conditions (0.7%)
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The Solution

The solution was to build a
bespoke eLearning course,
with a blend of instructional
techniques including:

+ graphical presentation of
statistical information

« further information links
for deeper access to
underpinning theory

+ video elements of study
team, bringing context to
the content

+ best practice video

+ aide-memoire takeaway
information for use in
the workplace.

How do we compare to other countries?

aboe the average

« The Europeristat project published the European Perinatal Health report in
2008, drawing on figures from 2004:

+ The lowest stillirth rates were in Spain, the Slovak Republic, Luxembourg,
Germany and Sweden with a rate of around 3 per 1000, compared to the rate of
5.7 in England and Wales, 6.7 in Scotland and 6.3 in Northem Ireland.

« Neonatal mortaiity rates were found to be lowest in Cyprus, Sweden and
Norway, with a rate of around 2 per 1000 live births

The fact that other similarly resourced countries have been able to reach a much lower
perinatal mortality rate than we have achieved in the UK and Ireland demonstrates that
there is significant room for improvement — we can do more to reduce our rates.

Want to know more?

Further Information

Select the button for a PDF containing resources
and further information for this resource.
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eNetEngage was used to
provide the following services
a cloud-based learning portal,
supplementary resources,
project news features as well as
admin and reporting functions.
eCom are providing ongoing
support to the AFFIRM project
team to assist them with
tactical rollout plans on an as-
required basis.

Reducing stillbirths by focussing on fetal movements > How do we compare to other countries?

« The UK does not have the highest perinatal mortality rate in Europe, but is well
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The Benefits
The main benefits of this

eLearning resource are to
prepare staff in the participating
study sites. This provided all
pregnant women with
consistent evidence-based
advice about fetal movement
awareness as well as consistent
care to all women presented at
maternity units with reduced
fetal movements.
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